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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/5/2010 has been entered. Claims 2 and 7 are amended. Claim 19 is new. Claims 2, 7 
and 11-19 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 2, 7, and 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsui et al. (US Patent Publication No. 2002/0019817 and Matsui 
hereinafter (cited from IDS)) in view of Grdina (US Patent Publication No. 
2005/0240492). 



2. 1 . (cancelled). 
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3. As to claim 2 and 7, Matsui teaches a personal information utilization system 
comprising: a personal information storage means, a communication means to an 
external device, and an information processing means for controlling operation of each 
means thereof (i.e., ... teaches database storage, internet communication and computer 
system for processing [fig. 1]); 

said personal information storage means storing personal information on an 
information disclosing person and storing commodity provision information, etc. on first 
commodity service which is provided for said information disclosing person (i.e., ... 
teaches a database storage storing personal information and service related Information 
[6. fig. 2]); 

and said processing means being constituted by the following steps: a) receiving 
second commodity provision information (i.e., teaches information entered via web 
browser [fig. 4; fig. 5]), from an information search side terminal via said communication 
means (i.e., ... teach a search configuration for searching [fig.6]), 

b) checking said received second commodity information with the first commodity 
provision information (I.e., ... teaches performing a evaluation search based information 
receive with stored information [fig. 43]), 

c) identifying, as a result of said checking an information disclosing person 
associated with said first commodity provision information (i.e., ... teaches identifying a 
person matching said information [par. 55]), 
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received second commodity provision information partially or completely 
coincides with the first commodity provision information (i.e., ... teaches performing a 
search relative to designated service information received [0056]), 

d) reading out one or more personal information on said identified information 
disclosing person or persons from said personal information storage means (i.e., ... 
teaches displaying said result of search [par. 13]), 

e) transmitting said read out personal information on the information disclosing 
person or persons to said information search side terminal (i.e., ... teaches a sending a 
report base query information provided [par. 56]). 

Matsu does not expressly teach: 

said identifying by using the second commodity provision information on a 

specific commodity as a key such that the received commodity provision information 
partially or completely coincides with the first commodity provision information. 

However, these features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the system disclosed by Matsu as introduced by Grdina. Grdina 
discloses: said identifying by using the second commodity provision information (e.g., 
collected information identified for individuals) on a specific commodity (e.g., 
commodity like good/service ) as a key such that the received second commodity 
provision information (e.g., commodity like good/service ) partially or completely 
coincides with the first commodity provision information (e.g., user preferred area) (to 
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provide means to share and utilize personal information on a user [par. 31; abstract 
lines 30-33]). 

Therefore, given the teachings of Grdina, a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention would have recognized the desirability and advantage of modifying 
Matsu by employing the well known feature of sharing personal Information disclosed 
above by Grdina, for which personal information will be enhanced [par. 31; abstract 
lines 30-33]. 

4. 3.-6.(Canceled) 

5. 8-10. (Canceled). 

6. As to claim 1 1 , Matsui teaches a personal information utilization system where 
the first commodity provision information, registered in said personal information 
storage means is such information that said processing means associates personal 
Information of said Information disclosing person and first commodity provision 
Information, etc, (I.e., ... teaches a storage (i.e., database) contain personal Information 
and associated service information [6, fig. 2]), and receives said associated Information 
from an information register side terminal via said communication means (i.e., ... 
teaches a web browser [fig. 4] Further teaches registration user screen [15, fig. 3]); 
checks said received personal information with personal information stored in said 
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personal information storage means (i.e., ... teaches the use of a password and user id 
assigned for identification [0049 - 0051]); 

identifies the information disclosing person of said received personal information, 
as a result of said checking, if said received personal information coincides with the 
personal information stored in said personal information storage means (i.e., ... teaches 
upon matching criteria [par. 55]); 

and registers said commodity purchasing information, etc. received for each 
identified information disclosing person in said personal information storage means [18, 
fig .3]. 

7. As to claim 12, Matsui teaches a personal information utilization system where 
said information searching person includes at least a manufacture, a sales vendor, a 
service trader, a self-governing body or an education foundation [a, b, fig. 5]. 

8. As to claim 13, Matsui teaches a personal information utilization system where 
the personal information on the information disclosing person registered in said 
personal information storage means is such information that the processing means is 
allowed to receive information on disclosure limits representing disclosure limits for the 
personal information on the information disclosing person, from the information 
disclosure side terminal via the communication means and that the personal information 
storage means is allowed to manage in accordance with the received information on 
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disclosure limits (i.e., ... teaches a web browser [fig.4] Further teaches said web 
browser displaying limited personal information required for search). 

9. As to claim 14, Matsu teaches a personal information utilization program where 
the commodity provision information, registered in said personal information storage 
means is such information that said processing means is allowed to associate personal 
information of said information disclosing person and first commodity provision 
information (e.g., service information) (i.e., ... teaches a storage (i.e., database) contain 
personal information and associated service information [6, fig. 2]); 

and to receive said associated information from the information register side 
terminal via said communication means (i.e., ... teaches a Web browser configuration 
for receiving personal information [fig. 4; fig. 7]); 

to check said received personal information with personal information stored in 
said personal information storage means (i.e., ... teaches the use of a password and 
user id assigned for identification [0049 - 0051]); 

to identify an information disclosing person of said received personal information 
as a result of said checking, if said received personal information coincides with the 
personal information stored in said personal information storage means (i.e., ... teaches 
upon matching criteria [par. 55]); and to register said commodity purchasing information, 
etc. received for each identified information disclosing person in said personal 
information storage means [18, fig .3]. 
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10. As to claim 15, Matsui teaches a personal information utilization program where 
said information searching person includes at least a manufacturer, a sales vendor, a 
service trader, a self-governing body or an education foundation [a, b, fig. 5]. 

11. As to claim 16, Matsui teaches a personal information utilization program where 
the personal information on the information disclosing person registered in said 
personal information storage means is such information that the processing means is 
allowed to receive information on disclosure limits representing disclosure limits for the 
personal information on the information disclosing person, from the information 
disclosure side terminal via the communication means and that the personal information 
storage means is allowed to manage in accordance with the received information on 
disclosure limits (i.e., ... teaches a web browser [fig.4] Further teaches said web 
browser displaying limited personal information required for search). 

1 2. As to claim 1 7, the system of Matsui teaches substantial features of the claimed 
invention, however does not disclose 

A personal information utilization system where the first commodity provision 
information is automatically registered via an information register side terminal. 
However, these features are well known in the art and would have been an obvious 
modification of the system disclosed by Matsu as introduced by Grdina. Grdina 
discloses: 
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A personal information utilization system where the first commodity provision 
information is automatically registered via an information register side terminal (to 
provide registration means used within a personal information utilization information. 
Registration providing registration of particular user and commodity information (e.g., 
first commodity provision information) [par. 33 & 35]). 

Therefore, given the teachings of Grdina, a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention would have recognized the desirability and advantage of 
modifying Matsu by employing the well known feature of registration within a personal 
information sharing system disclosed above by Grdina, for which personal information 
will be enhanced [par. 33 & 35]. 

13. As to claim 18, Matsui teaches personal information utilization system where the 
first commodity provision information comprises a name of an item, a name of a vendor, 
and a date when the vendor provided the item [a, b, fig. 5]. 

As to claim 19, Matsui teaches a user and service/goods correlation system, 
however Matsui does not expressly teach: personal information utilization system of 
said identifying comprises determining an identity, previously unknown to be associated 
with the second commodity information, of the information disclosing person based on 
the coincidence of the first commodity provision information with the second commodity 
provision information. However, these features are well known in the art and would 
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have been an obvious modification of the system disclosed by Matsu as introduced by 
Grdina. 

Grdina discloses: personal information utilization system of said identifying 
comprises determining an identity, previously unknown to be associated with the 
second commodity Information (e.g., commodity -like goods/service), of the Information 
disclosing person based on the coincidence of the first commodity provision Information 
(e.g., user's target area) with the second commodity provision information (Grdina 
discloses the capability to provide a user with commodity/service information relating to 
established user commodity/service data. [par. 31] . 

Therefore, given Matsui ability to correlate service/goods to a user, a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have recognized the 
desirability and advantage of modifying Matsu to enhance system capability by 
employing the well known feature of linking new commodity like data with previous user 
preferred goods/service data disclosed above by Grdina. 

Response to Arguments 

With regards to applicant's remarks concerning of " commodity provision 
Information on a specific commodity", the Examiner contends applicant's remarks are 
moot In view of the new rejection made under Matsui and Grdina outlined above. The 
Examiner contends Grdina discloses the capability to associated new commodity 
provision data with previous preferred user goods/service data. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN WRIGHT whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3826. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday -Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571 ) 272-7589. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRYAN WRIGHT/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2431 
/Syed Zia/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



